Irrigation Association
of New Jersey

June 2, 2026

Dear Local Official:

As President of the Irrigation Association of New Jersey, | wanted to make you aware of
legislation that recently became law on January 20, 2026, that impacts your municipality.
Specifically, P.L. 2025, Chapter 262 strengthens enforcement of our state’s landscape irrigation
contractor licensing law by increasing maximum penalties, allowing “local enforcing agencies” to
include municipal and county construction officials and subcode officials, increasing civil
administrative penalties and civil court penalties for violations to $5,000 (first offense), $10,000
(second offense) and $15,000 (subsequent offenses) with each day of a continuing violation treated
as a separate offense and allowing municipalities and counties who levy these fines where the
violation occurred to retain seventy percent (70 percent) of the fine. The remaining thirty percent
(30 percent) of the fine is to be used by the state to support the operations of the Landscape
Irrigation Contractors Examining Board established pursuant to section 5 of P.L.1991, c.27
(C.45:5AA-5).

This new law was necessitated by the number of unlicensed irrigation contractors operating
in the state, posing safety and liability risks to consumers who contract with these businesses. The
Irrigation Association of New Jersey was proud to work with the New Jersey State League of
Municipalities, the New Jersey Landscape Contractors Association, and the NJ Nursery & Landscape

Association to garner bipartisan support in the Legislature and to thank Governor Murphy for
signing this bill into law on his last day in office.

Enclosed is a copy of P.L. 2025, Chapter 262, for your review. |, along with the licensed
members of the NJ Irrigation Association, iook forward to working with your municipality, through
your municipal construction code officials and subcode officials, to ensure the safety of our
customers and your residents for years to come.

Should you have any questions regarding P.L. 2025, Chapter 2622, please do not hesitate to
reach out to Erica Fearn, IANJ Executive Director, at EFearn@ianj.com or 973-850-3366.

Sincerely,
Ron Carmella

Ron Cannella
President, IANJ

80 Morristown Rd Unit 3B Box 225, Bernardsville NJ 07924
Tel: 973-850-3366; www.ianj.com



CHAPTER 262
AN ACT enhancing enforcement of landscape irrigation laws and amending P.L.1991, ¢.27.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1. Section 2 of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-2) is amended to read as follows:

C.45:5AA-2 Definitions.

2. Asused in this act:

"Board" means the Landscape Irrigation Contractors Examining Board established pursuant
to section 5 of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-5).

"Department” means the Department of Community Affairs.

"Landscape irrigation contracting" means the construction, repair, maintenance, improvement,
and alteration of any portion of a landscape irrigation system, including required wiring within
that system and connection to the required power supply and the installation and connection to a
public or private water supply system under the terms and conditions of a contract.

"Landscape irrigation contractor" means a natural person who is certified to do landscape
irrigation contracting.

"Landscape irrigation contractor certificate" or "certificate" means the certificate issued by
the board pursuant to the provisions of this act.

"Landscape irrigation system" means any assemblage of components, materials, or special
equipment which is designed, constructed, and installed for controlled dispersion of water from
any safe and suitable source, including properly treated wastewater, for the purpose of
irrigating landscape vegetation or the control of dust and erosion on landscaped areas,
including integral pumping systems or integral control systems for manual, semi-automatic, or
automatic control of the operation of these systems.

"Business permit" means the permit issued by the board to a person allowing the person to
engage in the business of landscape irrigation contracting, pursuant to the provisions of
P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.).

"Person”" means any natural person, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association,
and any owner or operator of a permittee.

"Permittee" means a person who has secured a business permit to engage in the business of
landscape irrigation contracting, pursuant to the provisions of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.).

"Local enforcing agency" means the municipal or county construction official and subcode
officials provided for in section 8 of P.L.1975, ¢.217 (C.52:27D-126), or section 1 of P.L..2018,
¢.157 (C.52:27D-126.8) regarding a pilot county in the "County Code Enforcement Pilot
Program," and assistants thereto.

2. Section 6 of P.L.1991, c.27 (C.45:5AA-6) is amended to read as follows:

C.45:5AA-6 Duties, powers of board.

6. The board shall:

a. Review the qualifications of an applicant for certification as a landscape irrigation
contractor;

b. Insure the proper conduct and standards of examinations for the certification of
landscape irrigation contractors;

c. Issue and renew certificates pursuantto P.L.1991,¢.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.) as appropriate;

d. Refuse to issue or renew or shall suspend or revoke a certificate issued under P.L.1991,
.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.) pursuant to section 8 of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-8);
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P.L. 2025, CHAPTER 262
3

(1) If the board institutes an action pursuant to this subsection, 100 percent of the revenue
derived from each civil administrative penalty levied pursuant to this subsection shall be
directed and made available to the board.

(2) If a local enforcing agency institutes an action pursuant to this subsection, 30 percent
of the revenue derived from each civil penalty levied pursuant to this subsection shall be
directed and made available to the board and 70 percent of the revenue derived from each civil
administrative penalty levied pursuant to this subsection shall be retained by the municipality
or pilot county in which the violation occurred.

c. The board is authorized and empowered to compromise and settle any claim for a
penalty in such amount in the discretion of the board as is appropriate and equitable under
all circumstances.

d. Any person who violates a provision of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.) or any
code, rule, regulation, or order adopted or issued pursuant thereto, or a court order issued
pursuant to subsection a. of this section, or who fails to pay a civil administrative penalty in
full pursuant to subsection b. of this section, is subject, upon order of the court, to a civil
penalty of not more than $5,000 for the first offense, not more than $10,000 for the second
offense, and not more than $15,000 for each subsequent offense.

(1) If the board institutes an action pursuant to this subsection, 100 percent of the revenue
derived from each civil penalty levied pursuant to this subsection shall be directed and made
available to the board.

(2) If a local enforcing agency institutes an action pursuant to this subsection, 30 percent
of the revenue derived from each civil penalty levied pursuant to this subsection shall be
directed and made available to the board and 70 percent of the revenue derived from each civil
penalty levied pursuant to this subsection shall be retained by the municipality or pilot county
in which the violation occurred.

e. Ifthe violation is of a continuing nature, each day during which the violation continues,
or each day in which the civil administrative penalty is not paid in full, constitutes an
additional, separate, and distinct offense. Any penalty imposed under this section may be
recovered with costs in a summary proceeding pursuant to the "Penalty Enforcement Law of
1999," P.L.1999, c.274 (C.2A:58-10 et seq.). The Superior Court and the municipal court shall
have jurisdiction to enforce the "Penalty Enforcement Law of 1999" in connection with
P.L.1991, c.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.).

4. Section 10 of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-10) is amended to read as follows:

C.45:5AA-10 Investigation, authority of board.

10. a. Should the board or the local enforcing agency have cause to believe that any person
is:in violation of any provision of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.) or rules and regulations
promulgated pursuant thereto, the board or the local enforcing agency may initiate an
investigation. If upon investigation the board or the local enforcing agency determines that
there has been a violation of the provisions of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.) or rules
and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, the board or the local enforcing agency shall be
authorized to:

(1) issue a letter of warning, reprimand, or censure with regard to any act, conduct, or
practice which in the judgment of the board or the local enforcing agency upon consideration
of all relevant facts and circumstances does not warrant an initiation of formal action;

(2) order any person violating any provision of P.L.1991, ¢.27 (C.45:5AA-1 et seq.) or
rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto to cease or desist from future violations or
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